HIT-Bombay. Compared with world-class universities like MIT, the lITs
have a long way to go, says the paper, funded by the World Bank.

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAB: Government col-
lege students can now dream
of competing with the private
colleges students what with
the new syllabus for Interme-
diate first year ready to be
adopted from the coming aca-
dermic year.

The syllabusis in tune with
the CBSE syllabus at national
level, which the corporate
colleges have been teaching

Newspaper Clips

March 10, 2012

MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAI, MARCH 8

THE “continued dependence” of the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(ITT%) on government funds is an
“openinvitation for greater political
interference”, concludes a paper on
premier institutions across several
countries. The paper, titled “the road
to excellence, the making of world-
class rescarch universities”, is funded
by the World Bank.

“Comparing 1T with engincer-
ing colleges and universities in India
would surely reveal TS to be istands
of excelience, far beyond the reach of
the universities. But if one compare
HTs with high-ranking world-class
universitics including the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Indian Express Pune 08.03.2012 P-9

[I'Ts rely on govt funds, hence interference: paper

— the model on which II'Ts were
based — 1T have along way to go,”
says the paper on the ITT system by
Prof N Jayaram from the Centre for
Research Methodology at the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS).

The study covers universities
{rom South Asia (India), East and
Southeast Asia (China, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Korca, Malaysia), Latin
America (Chile and Mexico), eastern
Europe (Republic of Russia) and
Africa (Nigeria).

It analyses how 11 research uni-
versities have developed and ma-
tured in these countries while grap-
pling with chalienges.

For India, the growth of the T
system, its recognition as a brand in-
ternationally and the threats it faces
were analysed.

Hindu Kochi 09.03.2012 P-7

New Inter syllabus will benefit government college students

Change necessitated with Centre proposing to introduce common entrance tests for engg., medical streams

“Hany institution in India can as-
pire to world-class status, other than
the Indian Institute of Science-Ban-
galore, the originai five (I1Ts) are po-
tential candidates. Degrees awarded
by IITs are recognised and respected
globally. The success that HT alumni
have achieved in various walks of life
and professions have also con-
tributed immensely to the brand IIT,”
says Jayaram in the paper.

However, while calling IITs insti-
tutions of excelience, the paper si-
multancously says the “extra effort”
made by IITs may only help it “stay
where itis”.

It questions the capabilities of the
new 1ITs and whether they can repli-
cate achicvement of the older HTs.

“One fears that the fledgling IS
will hardly take off, and even if they
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do, it will be several decades before
they reach a modicum of what the
original five achieved during the quar-
ter century of their existence,” it says.
The paper says the IIT system needs to
tackle the immense internal and ex-
ternal challengesit currently faces.

“Governmental decisions like the
starting of new I without adequate
preparation, the pay packages for the
faculty and other options, suggest
that the government has begun treat-
ing ITTs as regional universities, if not
asits own departments. The increas-
ing proclivity of politicians to inter-
fere in the I T system scemstobe re-
lated to the decline in their pride
about the system,” it says.

The quota system and the political
interference it brought into the func-
tioning of II'T8 too are mentioned.

® ThHe riew syllabus is in tune with that of CBSE

@ English madiom books to be ready by April 15,

Telugu medium by-May 15

i

to their students in addition
to the State syllabus to com-
pete at the national level en-
trance exams like IIT and
AIEEE. “The syllabus has
been prepared by experi-
enced lecturers following the

il

NCERT syllabus. It is almost
same with little variation in
some chapters,” said M. Sub-
rahmanyam, Secretary,
Board of Intermediate Edu-
cation (BI1).

Syllabus has been changed

in all science subjects — Bota-
ny. Zoology, Physics, Chem-
istry apart from
Mathematics. The prepared
syllabus has been given to the
Telugn Academy after being
checked for errors four times.
The English medium books
will be ready by April 15 and
the Telugu medium books by
May 15, About 80 percent In-
termediate students in the
State pursue the course in
English medium and 20 per

cent in Telugu medium,
which is mostly offered in
1.000-0dd Government ju-
nior colleges.
Fraining for lecturers
Work for preparing the sec-
ond syllabus will start this
November and it will be fin-
ished by April next as it will
be introduced from 2012-13
to ensure that students join-
ing now will automatically
study fresh syllabus even in

their second year. Officials
said that Government college
lecturers will be trained to
teach the new syllabus.

The syllabus change has
become crucial with the Cen-
tral Government proposing
to introduce common en-
trance tests for both engi-
neering and medical at the
national level. Apart from
Andhra  Pradesh, several
State governments have been
opposing its  introduction

from 2012 itself arguing the
syllabus variation.

Despite the variation, State
students were bagging maxi-
mum ranks in ILT and ATEEE
all these years ag private col-
leges prepared their students
both with the State and CBSE
syllabus. Government colleg-
es’ students have been denied
of this benefit all these years
but with the changed syllabus
they can prove themselves at
national entrance tests too.




Financial Chronicle ND 10/03/2012 P-s
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Itis only a matter of time before technologies come in to replace teachers entirely

Surfeit of
digital devices
ensures that a
good teacher
no longer
needs to be
confined to a
classroom

T )

SRIRAM SHANKAR

THE SONG Brick in the
Wall by Pink Floyd is perhaps
best remembered for the
lines that exhort the teacher
to “leave us kids alone”. That
captures the state of educa-
tion, in terms of content and
delwvery, for millions of us
who have been through ‘the
system’.

In a country like India,
which is perennially short of
funds for education, often
critically so, it is well nigh im-
possible to train teachers ad-
equately and 1n numbers to
service a large number of
children who need to be edu-
cated. Add to that badly
maintained facilities in
schools, high absenteeism
among teachers, and the
stage is set for a new set of so-
lutions, a revolution by some
accounts, to solve this age-
old problem.

This revolution might
very wellbe under way on the
back of three seminal ad-
vancements - lower cost of
data (accessing the internet
is now cheaper), lower cost
of technology (hand-held de-
vices like tablets and smart-
phones) leading to mass
adoption and improvement
in the quality of tools that
allow developers to fashion
content and make 1t more
presentable.

A good teacher who can
inspire students by staving
off the pressure of a competi-
tion-only culture is an in-
creasingly rare commodity.
Help, however, is at hand. Ifa
picture is worth a thousand
words, then an animation or
amovie must be worth a mil-
lion or maybe more,

A surfeit of digital devices
and increasingly cheap digi-
tal communication methods
can ensure that a good
teacher nolonger needs tobe
confined to a classroom. A
video of a classroom lecture,
recorded and uploaded on to
Youtube, can help other stu-
dents, who may not even be
on the same continent, listen
to and be inspired by good

teachers. In such an environ-
ment, perhaps the only con-
straint to learning is one's
own willingness,

The internet is awash
with stories of educators up-
loading lectures and other
materials online (mostly
Youtube) for free. One of the
most prominent examples is
that of Khan Academy. MIT
graduate Salman Khan's
venture has received a lot of
interest from venture capi-
talists and philanthropists
alike, such as Google, which
has donated some $2 million
to help him make such con-
tent in languages other than
English. The reach of the in-
ternet is evident in a com-
ment attributed to Salman
Khan, who said, “With so lit-
tle effort on my part, I can
empower an unlimited
amount of people for all
time, [ can't imagine a better
use of my time.” Universities
such as Stanford, MIT, Har-
vard and IITs have been
quick to jump on to the
bandwagon. Often ecriticised
as elitist and facing calls to
make education more inclu-

sive, these universities have
put taped lectures of some of
their most popular courses
online. A computer engi-
neering student in India, for
instance, can now listen to a
lecture delivered by a leading
computer scientist, who is
also a member of the faculty
at Stanford. A philosophy
student or enthusiast can
similarly view philosophy
courses at Harvard Universi-
ty’s Youtube channel from
the comfort of his/her home.

Competition in the
smartphone and tablet in-
dustries has also benefited
end consumers greatly. De-
creasing prices have en-
sured that the cheapest An-
droid phone is now available
for about Rs 5,000 and the
cheapest  Android-based
tablet can now be bought for
about Rs 7,500. The govern-
ment, eager for education to
leap into the modern times,
has adopted technology as a
centrepiece for increasing
the quality of education de-
livered in institutions of
higher learning,

The NME-ICT (National

Mission on  Education
through Integrated Commu-
nication Technologies),
seeks to bring low-cost yet
fully functional technologies
to students at institutions of
higher learning with a view
to helping them take advan-
tage of the material that is
now increasingly available
online. Launched by Vigyan
Prasar and IGNOU on the
Science Day, Sci-
ence@Mobile, an SMS ser-
vice, will give its subscribers
information on a wide variety
of science topics free of cost,
Subscribers can access this
service depending on their
level of familiarity with sci-
ence, The service is now
available only in English,
though efforts are on to lo-
calise this service.

LHSee, an application de-
veloped by CERN, is an edu-
cational application available
on Android that acts as a
guide on LHC for the general
public. Through videos and
complex graphics, each and
every part of the massive
LHC complex has been laid
bare for the layman, and ex-

s

Pallas

plained in a way that makes
this information accessible.

The existing model of de-
livering education is remark-
ably democratic and based
on assumptions that do not
hold in the real world. One
such underlying assumption
is that all children are equal.
Children of the same age are
grouped together in a class
without taking into account
that even at the same age,
not all children are at the
same level of mental devel-
opment. Some children may
be inherently good at some
skills, be it hand-eye coordi-
nation or spatial skill, and ex-
tremely poor in others, such
as reading and writing skills.

Given the rapidly evolving
nature of technologies to de-
liver content in innovative
ways and the wide dissemi-
nation of low-cost devices to
deliver such content, it 1s
perhaps only a matter of time
before technologies come in
to replace teachers entirely.
While it does seem to make
sense, this notion that teach-
ers can somehow be replaced
with content developed in a
studio is false. Educational
content, no matter how at-
tractive, might never be able
to replace a teacher entirely,
The way a good teacher can
interact, inspire and lead you
to question your beliefs is not
something that a computer
can, at least not for the fore-
seeable future, do.

Though man has made a
lot of progress in a number of
fields, education, in terms of
the content taught and in the
way it is delivered, still fol-
lows models and methodolo-
gies that have seen little
change from the time of the
ancient gurukul.

Imbalances between the
rich and poor have denied
the right to good education to
many students who found
themselves on the wrong
side of the divide. The churn
brought about by the ‘democ-
ratisation’ of technology is
good as it erases this divide
and delivers education to a
greater number of people ata
time and place of their con-
venience. In the absence of
concrete data, the effect of
technology on learning out-
comes remains to be secn.
But the destruction of barri-
ers to learning is a very wel-
come step.

(The writer isan
engineer and is involved in
developing technologies such
as speech recognition and
text-to-speech systems for In-
dian languages)



Asian Age ND 10/03/2012
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IISERs OK WITH
SINGLE ENTRANCE
FOR ENGINEERING

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 9

Indian Institutes of Scie-
nce Education and Resea-
rch on Friday accepted
HRD ministry’s proposal
for a single common
entrance test for engineer-
ing courses frbm 2013. The
common test entails merg-
er of IIT-JEE and ATEEE
for admission to under-
graduate science and engi-
neering programmes in
central institutes like IITs
and NITs.

The IISERs gave approval |

to the proposal at a meet-
ing chaired by HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal in the
national capital.

The five IISERs in
Bhopal, Kolkata, Mohali,
Pune and Thiruvanant-
hapuram have a total stu-
dent strength of 600, of
which roughly 150 seats
are currently filled up
through IIT-JEE channel.
Interna-tional Baccala-ure-
ate is also an approved
basis for admission to
IISERs.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal
stated that the government
will try its best to get the
NIT amendment bill
passed in the Budget
Session of Parliament, offi-
cials in the ministry said.

The passage of the bill is
expected to [facilitate
awarding of degrees to the
students of IISERs. ‘

Official sources stated
that the HRD minister also
emphasised on the need to
reduce the time taken to
obtain a Ph.D degree.

“Directors were in agree-
ment that in case of excep-
tional students, provision
should be made to com-
plete in shorter period of
time without diluting qual-
ity,” sources said.
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Business Standard ND 10/03/2012
P-2

Tata opens Harvard's India dassroom
Tata Sons chairman Ratan Tata on Friday
inaugurated Harvard's dassroom at the Taj

Lands End, Bandra in suburban Mumbai. With a
space of 2,00 sq feet and a seating capacity of
82 students, the dasstoom took a year for the Taj
Group to build. 8BS REPORTER«
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L&I names new CEO,
but Naik stays on

Co Splits Roles of Chairman & MD After 9 Yrs

Piyush Pandey | tun

Mumbai: Larsen & Toubro
(L&T named longtime execu-
tive Krishnamurthi Venkata-
ramananaschief executive of-
ficer and managing directorn
ending more than a year of
speculation over who would
lead India’s largest engineer-
ing and construction compa-
ny. Current chairman and ma-
naging director Anil
Manibhai Naik will, however
continue as executive chair
man of the $11.5-billion enter-
prise for another five yvears,
L& Twill splittheposition of
chairman and managing direc-
tor after neady a decade. It is
one of the rare board managed
companies with noidentifiable
shareholder in an otherwise
promoter-driven ndian setap.
Incidentally,  Venkatara-
manar, &7, will retire in little
over three vears even before
Mail's new term as chairman
getsover, which some analysts
slamming the much hyped
succession move as short
sighted. Reacting to Maik stay-
ing on as executive chairman,
K Sudarshan, managing part-
nerat EMA Partners, tweeted:
“Shambolic and farcical suc-
cessionplan at LE&T. Seriously.
independent boards are fail-
ing to crack the whip when
needed. Not a good sign.” But
L&T shares gained 5% to close
at Rs 1302 in a firm Mumbai
marlket on Friday, valuing the
firm about Rs 80,000 crore,
Venkataramanan will be
responsi ble for daily manage-
ment of L&T's businesses,
while Maik retains focus on
portfolio restructuring, insti-
mtionalizing its  different
business units and developing
the leadershipteam.
Venkataramanan, who is
currently a wholetime direc-
tor and president of the hydro-
carbon  business, will step
into his new role next month,
becoming the sixth CEO of

CHANGE OF GUARD

B K Venkatarmmanan, 67, joined LET on
June 12, 1969 after completing BTech in
chemical engineering from 1T, Delhi

- Has worked with LET chairman
AM Naik for 43 years

B Appointed whole-time director

on May 20, 1995

P Laid foundation for
project engineering and
execution in LET

B Was president,
hydrocarbon before
being named MD & CEQ

Follow your Being Venkat

pi}sslun and salary Voracious reader, sports enthusiast
will follow you... with interests in cricket, |awn

For us, LAT stands  tennis, table tennis and basketball;
even today, he runs on Juhu beach
before reaching office at 8.30 am

for love and

trust... learning
and training

the Tavear-old company L&T's
refirvement  policy  requires
MDs to relinquish their posi-
tion at 70 years.

Maik, who tuns 70 this
June, said that the search com-
mittes comprising of non-exec-
utive directors looked at mnter-
nal and external candidates
with Venlkataramanan emerg-
ingas the bestchoice, “We hired
mternationalconsultants toget
us a person who would have
ood know ledge of our diversi-
fierl  business but  they
couldn't,” said Nailk, adding
that “he knows most of L&Ts
businesses and is the best man
to steer the company in these
challenging times.”

AnIIT Delhi alumnus, Ven-
kataramanan, called KV by his
friends and colleagues, has
been with the company for 43
vears, havingjoined asatraines
engineer Anardent sportsmarn,
heplayedakeyrole inssttingup
new businesses like defence
and powerfor L&T,

The change in leadership
comes at a time when the com-

and tries to squeeze in time to play
tennis the evening

pany wants better focus on its
core businesses  including
heavy enginesring, shipbuild-
ing, software services and elec-
rical equiprment while exiting
marginal businesses, Naik said
that the company will start
fresh search for Venliatarama-
nans successor by January
2015 and will have anew leader-
shipteam in place by 2016,
Venkatranaman and Naik
are L&T lifers—people who
have spurned attractive MMNC
jobs and invested their ca-
reerstolieep the company in-
dependent. “Great compa-
nies are built by people who
stay You can't build a legacy
spending few vears in and
out,” Venlkatramanan said.
Mailk and his top team suc-
ceeded 1n keeping corporate
raiders at bay even when L&T
was eyved by somme of the most
mfluential business houses
like Reliance Industries. Naik
joined the company in 1965 as
junior engineer who went on
to be its chairman & manag-
ing director in December 2008,
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Title : IB students can now apply in IISER
Author :

Location : NEW DELHI:

Article Date : 03/10,/2012

IB students can now apply in ISER

NEW DELHI: Students with International Baccalaureate (1B
Board) at higher secondary level can now seek admission in
any of the five Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (1ISER). So far, students from all the boards except
the 1B board could apply for admission in IISER. The decision
was announced at a meeting chaired by Union HRD minister
Kapil Sibal with the chairmen and directors of the I[ISER= .

HindustanTimes
Title : BLE. Tyagi takes over as Hindustan Aeronautics Limited's new Chairman
Author :

Location :

Article Date : 03/10/2012

R.K. Tyagi takes over as Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited’s new Chairman
R.K. Tyagi has taken over as chair-
man of Hindustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed (HAL). Previously, he was CMD
of Pawan Hans Helicopter Ltd, He 15
an engineening graduate in Electron-
ics and Telecommunication from IIT Roorkee
and also possesses a degree of Master in Busi-
ness Administration. Subsequently, he has also
attended an Advanced Leadership course on Pub-
lic Sector Management for 15 months at Indian
School of Business (1SB Hyderabad) in the vear
2004-05.




INTERVIEW
MANOHAR PARRIKAR

lllegal mining has
to be stopped, else
Goa wiill perish

Ramesh Babu

m ramesh babw@hindustantimes. com

Manohar Parrikar (56), a
metallurgy engineering
graduate from [T Bombay,
admits to illegal mining in
CGoa but denies there is any
mafia involved, Rather, he
puts it down to lax adminis-
tration, which he wants to
tone up after taking over as
CM on Friday, Edited
excerpls:

Did you expect such a win?

Yes, Qur target was 28
seats (out of 40 in the assem-
bly), The demand for change
was getting louder by the
day, We could gauge the feel-
ing of the common man.
They are fed up with cor-
ruption and nepotism.
Youngsters, who usually take
little interest in the poll
process, turned up in large
numbers. We have to live up
to their expectations.,

Corruption was a main issue.
Will you impose a blanket ban
on mining?

There is no need for
blanket ban, My priority is
getting the administration
back on track. But we have
to check illegal units and
rationalise the sector: Mlegal
mining will have to stop, else
Goa will perish, We will
appoint a lokayukta and let
it probe everything,

But the mining mafia s
well-entrenched?

I don’t think there is
any malia behind this,
But when the authori-
ties slackened, illegal
mining  thrived.
Those who support-
ed it will have to pay
a heavy price, Let
the (MBE) Shah |
Commission
report be made

public. [ assure vou illegal
mining will be stopped.

There are reports that
Russians are buying property
in Goa.

I am aware of this. Many
bought property by proxy. 1
think effective policing and
revenue norms will help
check this. | will examine
these cases personally.

With the influx of outsiders,
do the Goans feel insecure?
In a federal polity, we can't
control outsiders. But we
have to protect local inter-
ests also. With the realty
boom, illegal mining and
other maladies, it is natural
that the locals will feel inse-
cure. My government will
help dispel these fears.

:]lrfilamermlehrmhmﬂm;
politics? Being a favourite
the RSS, there were talks that
the sangh first pmposedduwl
name but later Nitin Gadkari
came in (as BJP .

1 am not aware of this,
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